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SUPERINTENDENT 
Patricia F. Deklotz, Ph.D.

A MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ

As we move forward there is much work to be done. 
We have already begun some of the preparation for the 
technology infrastructure upgrades. We are planning 
to install the private fiber over the summer of 2014. 
While not all technology upgrades will be completed 
by the start of the 2014-15 school year, we do expect to 
see significant improvement in our bandwidth. We will 
not be leasing bandwidth for the coming year, avoiding 
those costs. The remainder of the work will be sched-
uled in concert with the design and engineering work.

We are fast-tracking some of the roof replacements that 
we know are urgently needed. We expect to replace one 
roof before the start of the next school year. This work 
will prevent us from investing in temporary patches that 
we would have made, without a successful referendum. 

The majority of work to be done requires extensive 
design and engineering work. Our core team is devel-
oping a schedule to accomplish this work so that we 
are able to go out for competitive bids in spring 2015. 
Once the phasing and timelines become apparent we 
will share this information with our community. We 
intend to provide a high level of communication regard-
ing our progress throughout the entire project.

But the referendum is not our primary focus. Our 
purpose is to cultivate student achievement, which 
is defined as academic excellence, citizenship, and 

personal development. In this issue you will find 
many examples of how we are committed to cultivat-
ing student achievement while meeting the needs and 
expectations of our students and our community. Excit-
ing learning opportunities are available within our legacy 
schools as well as through our charter experiences. 

Our commitment to personalized learning remains 
steadfast. Each child and every staff member has 
unique learning interests and abilities. Take time to 
learn through this issue how we are transforming our 
delivery of education to meet those individual and per-
sonalized needs.

Again, thank you for your confidence in the qual-
ity staff and learning opportunities offered in Kettle 
Moraine. Together, we are making a difference. I appre-
ciate your support. 

Dear Kettle Moraine community, 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! When the result of the April 1st election became known, 

students, staff, and parents across the district joined in celebration. I wish I could share with each of you the 

letters and pictures I have since received from students across our district. It is with the deepest appreciation 

and respect that we celebrate the successful referendum vote. The day after the election, as I went from build-

ing to building participating in various meetings, I could feel a change in attitude and morale in our students 

and our staff. Elementary students were giving me a “thumbs-up!” Staff members were smiling and speak-

ing of how the improvements will benefit the learning of students. People were encouraged and people felt 

valued. This referendum represents more than an investment in our facilities and technology infrastructure. 

It demonstrates an investment in the climate and culture of our organization.

DISTRICT   

INVITATION TO MEET WITH  
SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ
Mondays, 3-5 PM
Call for an appointment:  
262-968-6300 ext. 5305



Join Assistant Superintendent of 
Operations Susan Graham Balzer for 
an informing conversation about the 
projected 2014-15 budget. Two ses-
sions will be held, both beginning at 
6:30 p.m. Bring your questions!

BUDGET CONVERSATIONS
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THANK YOU to the taxpayers of the Kettle Moraine School 
District who approved a school board supported $49.6 million 
facilities and technology referendum for district-wide capital 
maintenance projects, technology infrastructure, safety and 
security upgrades and renovations to learning spaces, impact-
ing all six of the district’s schools.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU also to the District’s printing partners 
The Printery and Accurate Graphics for their support in print-
ing referendum materials at an unbelievable value. Without 
the above-and-beyond support of these partners, educating our 
community to ensure our taxpayers could make an informed 
vote at the polls would not have been possible.

We have made a very good decision for our children, 

our schools and our community. On behalf of the 

Board, I want to thank the community for their 

participation over the past two years as we’ve worked 

to define a strategic, long-range facilities plan. 

Together, we have developed solutions for facilities and 

technology infrastructure that support safe, affordable 

and equitable schools and recognize the priorities of 

our community.
– Gary Vose, School Board President

‘‘

‘‘

APRIL 24th

APRIL 28th

KM MIDDLE SCHOOL

KM HIGH SCHOOL

2KM NAMED  

BEST  
COMMUNITY FOR 
MUSIC EDUCATION 
Kettle Moraine was awarded with the 2014 Best Com-
munities for Music Education (BCME) award from the 
NAMM Foundation. The BCME program applauds the 
efforts of teachers, administrators, parents, students 
and community leaders working to assure that music 
education is part of the core curriculum. 

The NAMM Foundation is a nonprofit supported in part 
by the National Association of Music Merchants. Find 
out more at www.nammfoundation.org. 

YEARS 
IN A  
ROW!

The Kettle Moraine Education Foundation 
(KMEF) is launching the Honor an Educator 
campaign - a new annual campaign in which 
donations can be made toward a number of 
different school resources in honor of a spe-
cific educator in the Kettle Moraine School 
District. Alumni, current KM families and 
community residents are welcome to honor 

an educator. To kick off the campaign, KMEF is holding three essay con-
tests for K-2; 3-5; and 6-12 students. Find out more about the campaign 
and the contest at www.kmsd.edu/kmef

OFFICIAL  
REFERENDUM  
RESULTS
The board of canvass met to 
certify the results of the April 
1, 2014 election. The official 
results for the referendum are: 

YES VOTES:  
2,481

NO VOTES:  
2,185

IS NUTRITION YOUR 
FRIEND YET? 
The Kettle Moraine High School nutrition 
services team has started a Facebook 
page! “Like” the page and check in daily to 
find out what’s on the menu, learn about 
lunchroom specials, view engaging photos 
and read up on the latest nutrition facts.

Visit www.facebook.com/kmnutrition 
and get a slice of something new.

HONOR 
AN  

EDUCATOR

KMEF
KETTLE MORAINE 
EDUCATION  
FOUNDATION
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SCHOOLS   

The Kettle Moraine School District provides a lot of options. 
So many options that at times it may seem confusing from an outsider’s perspective to 
imagine the multitude of ways students could possibly be learning in all the buildings. 

What’s with all the student programming options? It’s not just that KM has a dynamic, 
collaborative staff of teachers, principals and administrators who are overflowing with 
ideas about transforming education. It’s all about the students.

The expectation at KM is that students will be well-equipped and prepared for college 
and career after they complete their final year at the High School. This is the District’s 
responsibility to the community. Businesses, colleges and universities today are looking 
for students who are able to work in groups, be digitally competent, engage in critical 
thinking and pull from a number of different skill and knowledge sets to solve problems. 
Not all students will learn these skills in the same way, however, which is why it is 

THE ABILITY TO CHOOSE: 

A snapshot of latest student programming choices at KMSD

THE 

way

IT'S

KM ‘‘ ‘‘Being able to 
choose what  
you learn about 
helps you engage 
yourself in your 
learning, which 
makes it easier 
to learn.
                     – Emily Albrecht
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important to provide diverse choices in learn-
ing environments. Students have the choice 
to align with which path they excel in most. 

Let’s take a look at some of the ways student 
choice is expanding in KMSD.

At the elementary level, library media spe-
cialists and teachers continue to work with 
students in personalized learning where stu-
dents begin to own their learning and how 
they choose to express it in a classroom. This 
begins to introduce the theme of choice at a 
classroom level.

However, it is not until middle school and 
high school that students have an expanded 
ability to define and choose the way they want 
to learn based upon their passions.

The newest choice that will be established 
for students at the Kettle Moraine Middle 
School is a multi-age house called KMMS 
Create. This house will provide a learning 
community that encompasses students from 
multiple age levels. They will learn through 
interdisciplinary curriculum, meaning classes 
will be co-taught by educators from multiple 
disciplines and topics will be woven into rel-
evant projects.

“We have a talented staff that is passionate 
about innovating ways to expand choice for 
students, because we continue to learn that 
a one-size-fits-all model of education doesn’t 
work,” said Mike Comiskey, principal of 
Kettle Moraine Middle School. “Students 
are unique in the ways they learn and need 

different platforms to express that learn-
ing. This new multi-age house builds upon 
our existing choices at KMMS, allowing 
us to meet the needs of all our learners by 
expanding our programming in cost effective 
and creative ways.” 

At Kettle Moraine High School, the paths for 
students to choose from are also continually 
expanding. 

“By the time students reach high school they 
are becoming more independent and self-
directed in their studies. It is important that 
we have a school that reflects this culture by 
providing a number of different paths,” said 
Jeff Walters, principal at Kettle Moraine High 
School. “Each path will resonate differently 
with each student, depending on the type of 
learning method they excel at most.”

For example, students who know they are 
interested in attending a technical college to 
work in a manufacturing trade can take the 
Advanced Manufacturing Certificate pathway. 
These students get hands on training from 
mentors on-site at Waukesha Gas Engines 
and Generac, while taking half of the day for 
classroom work. This choice weaves all cur-

riculum targets together with hands-on work 
and moves away from the rigid structure of 
a daily schedule that would be divided up 
by course subject. This environment is what 
some students need to succeed.

In addition to project-based curriculum 
structure and innovative design in all high 
school classrooms, like the highly recog-
nized biomedical sciences program taught 
by Rebeccah Schmidt, the High School 
also has three charter schools that provide 
additional paths for students: KM Perform, 
which focuses on the arts through research, 
expression and student-led exploration; KM 
Global, which explores global studies through 
project-based learning and the newest choice 
will be High School of Health Sciences, 
which will allow students to explore place-
based learning with support from three area 
health care providers. 

Regardless of the path a student may select 
– a District charter school, a pathway that 
leads to technical college credit, learning 
in a multi-age environment, or exploring 
any of the excellent student programming 
options at KM – all will reach the same 
goal. Every student in Kettle Moraine will 
be well prepared for college and career, and 
because of all the choices, well on their 
way to understanding the big picture. KM 
is helping students become high achieving 
participants in life! 

A snapshot of latest student programming choices at KMSD

‘‘

‘‘

Choice has given me more exper ience in 
the field I am interested in going into.
      – John Smith

‘‘
‘‘

Choice has given me the exper ience 
in learning that makes me feel 
more comfortable about the world 
post high school.
        – Isabella Heffron Neuhold

‘‘

‘‘

Academic choice has been vital to 
helping me decide what path I want 
to take in the future and helping 
me gain the skills to become a 
better student.
         – Judith Moy



Students of KM Explore and KM Global pushed beyond their classroom 
walls to work together in a creative way that allowed all students, despite 
their age, to learn about Africa. 

For the past two weeks KM Explore second grade students have been 
“visiting” Tanzania and Morocco through lessons led by KM Global stu-
dents, who are completing their senior project Passport to Africa. 

KM Global students learned about the culture, language, music, dance, 
economy, daily life and geography of Morocco and Tanzania and taught 
what they had learned through lessons with the Explore students. This 
allowed for an interesting partnership between two school communities 
within KM. Global students agreed that teaching the subject to younger 
students added an extra layer of enrichment. 

KM Explore students created African artwork to finish off the study 
of Africa, culminating in an art show from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on April 
10 at Mama D’s. 

To find out more about the event and other initiatives within KM 
Explore and KM Global, visit each their websites: www.kmsd.edu/
kmglobal and www.kmsd.edu/kmexplore 

KM GLOBAL AND 
KM EXPLORE
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SCHOOLS   

CO-CONSERVATION EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR
As Kettle Moraine School District focuses on excellence and providing opportunities 
for all learners, it’s no surprise that District educators are doing all they can to expand 
their personal knowledge and, in turn, experiences for their students. 

Terry Kaldhusdal, Kettle Moraine Middle School; and John Hallagan, Magee Elemen-
tary School, were recently named “Co-Conservation Educators of the Year” by the 
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation. Recipients earn this award when their achievements 
in environmental conservation warrant statewide recognition. Both Kaldhusdal and 
Hallagan are very active in voicing support for keeping environmental education a 
priority at the MacKenzie Center in Poynette, Wis.

“You have taught these young people a lesson I hope they remember into their adult-
hood,” Superintendent Patricia Deklotz said. “Active citizens make a difference and 
need to make a difference for the good of our democracy. I am proud of your efforts 
and congratulate your recognition.”

STUDY OF AFRICA  

The MacKenzie Center is 
an environmental education 
center in Wisconsin. It 
encompasses interpretive 
trails, exhibits, museums 
and programming for 
school and youth groups. 
Some KM students take 
field trips to the center 
where they enjoy immersive 
learning that challenges 
critical thinking, reasoning 
and problem solving 
skills. The center utilizes 
outdoor classrooms and 
field experiences that 
interweave classroom 
instruction to help teachers 
meet Wisconsin teaching 
standards. 

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION:  
visit www.dnr.wi.gov/
education/mackenzie

THE  
MACKENZIE 
CENTER



KM GLOBAL AND 
KM EXPLORE

DESIGNER OF DOUSMAN ELEMENTARY 
LIBRARY RECOGNIZED 
Mary Walgren, district resident and Laser Trailblazer Hall-of-Famer, was recognized as a 
nominee for the Annual Design Excellence Awards through the American Society of Interior 
Designers in the educational category for her design work at Dousman Library. Walgren 
championed an economical and flexible design that defines a learning environment to inspire 
student collaboration and engaging student-directed conversations about course topics in 
an open space. 

BEFORE AFTER
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KM COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION OFFERS 
SUMMER CAMPS
The KM Community Education Office is 
offering a wide variety of camps this sum-
mer in conjunction with the high school 
varsity coaches.  Check out some of the fol-
lowing options and discover ways to stay 
involved during the summer.

JUNE –JULY 

- Football Camp

- Girls Lacrosse Camp

- Sand Volleyball league/clinic

- Boys Lacrosse Camp

- Boys Soccer Camp

- Youth Wrestling Camp

-  Boys Basketball Camps –  
five separate camps this summer

- Girls Basketball Camp

Further information and registration forms 
are available online at www.kmsd.edu/
communityed

Please contact the Community Education 
Office at 262-968-6273, ext. 5326 for more 
information. Grade levels are based on the 
2013-14 school year.

Bridget Geboy-Helfenstein, class of 1984; Jay A. Hausser, class of 1991; and Chrstine Toson 
Hentges, class of 1990 are the three candidates selected to be inducted into the Kettle Moraine 
High School Laser Trailblazer Hall of Fame. The three will be honored on Friday, May 2. All are 
welcome to come and support the newest inductees at a ceremony. The induction ceremony is 
open to the public and will be held in the KMHS West Gym at 9:30 a.m.

RAISE THE RACQUETS A SUCCESS
The Kettle Moraine Education Foundation sends a big thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Raise the Racquets Indoor Tennis Event at LCRAC! The event raised $2750 towards KMEF’s efforts to 
help fund improvements to the KMHS tennis complex. Special thanks to Stacey Sabert, Brian Stuckey, 
Ann Stuckey, and Julie Graf for their assistance in planning and executing the event. Thank you also to 
LCRAC for donating the courts and fantastic pros, Joe Kim and Will Krieger, for the fun drills. Thank you 
to the following Delafield businesses for donating raffle prizes to the players: In Step, Hispania, Element 
Style, and Creative Flair. And thank you to Brenda Wagner, John and Kate Marconi, Kevin Moran, and 
Brent Lewis for their logistical assistance the night of the event.

Bridget Geboy-
Helfenstein

Jay A. Hausser Chrstine Toson 
Hentges

KMEF

All Kettle Moraine facilities are available for community use by completing a Facility  
Use Agreement Form. This includes use of gymnasiums and classrooms. Visit www.
kmsd.edu/communityed or contact Community Education Coordinator Kelly Donaldson 
at 262-968-6300, ext. 5326, to find out more. 



THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT
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563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI 53183 
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The School District of Kettle Mo-
raine does not discriminate on the 
basis of religion, sex, race, color, 
national origin, age, ancestry, creed, 
political affiliation, membership in 
the National Guard, state defense 
force or any reserve component of 
the United States Military or state 
military forces, pregnancy, marital 
or parental status, sexual orienta-
tion or physical, mental, emotional, 
or learning disability or handicap or 
other basis prohibited under state 
or federal law.
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STAY CONNECTED!

KMSD CALENDAR DATES  | Visit www.kmsd.edu/calendar for the complete 2013-2014 School Calendar

JU 
 NE

2014

High School  
Graduation 
Ceremony! 
June 8, 2-4PM,  
KM High School 

Please continue to visit www.kmsd.edu/referendum for construction 
timelines and progress updates as the work to update our schools facili-
ties and technology infrastructure as defined by the approved referendum 
scope begins. 

Read a referendum thank you message  
to taxpayers written by Superintendent  
Dr. Patricia Deklotz.

IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER 
High School prom is set for May 3. Tickets  
are now available during all lunch periods 

• GRAND MARCH: 4:30PM to 5:15PM

•  PROM: 6PM to 10:30PM,  
Milwaukee County Zoo

PROM

THE LEARNING CONTINUES!
Kettle Moraine School District’s Summer Academy 
2014 will run from June 16 to July 25. Remember that 
Summer Academy has been relocated to the Dousman 
Elementary and Kettle Moraine Middle School campus 
due to a Village road construction project. 

INSIDE:

Kettle Moraine High School was again named to the Jay Matthews list 
of Most Challenging High Schools. This distinction validates the work 
being done for student programming and ensuring KMSD students are 
prepared for college and career after high school. Find out more at www.
washingtonpost.com and read more inside to see how KM students excel 
on their learning paths.

2014 MOST CHALLENGING HIGH SCHOOLS

STAY INFORMED Post-Referendum Work

CONGRATS KMHS!

✤  May 5 & May 6, 7PM, Middle School Band Concert

✤  May 8, 6:30PM, Cushing Fifth Grade Spring Concert

✤  May 13, 7PM, Middle School Spring Orchestra Concert

✤  May 15, 6:30PM, Dousman Fourth Grade Spring Concert

✤  May 15, 6:30PM, Magee Band/Orchestra Spring Concert

✤  May 20, 7PM, High School Spring Orchestra Concert

✤  May 21, 6:30PM, Wales Band/Orchestra Spring Concert

✤  May 27, 7PM, Middle School Spring Choir Concert

✤  May 29, 7:30PM, High School Spring Choir Concert

SPRING MUSIC EVENTS

Find out more at www.kmsd.edu/summeracademy 


